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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-11, filed 6/20/2008, with respect to the rejection of 
claims 1-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of 
rejection is made in view of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis et 
al. (Pat. No.: US 7,065,709) in view of Robertson et al. (Pat. No.: US 7,149,983). 

Regarding claim 1, Ellis discloses a method comprising: providing access to 
characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable 
items of data (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, line 5); providing at least a first and a 
second characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, line 5. Ellis 
provides several characterizing descriptor fields, such as Actor, Genre, and Start Time.), and 
displaying at least a portion of the characterizing descriptors as corresponds to a present 
setting of the first and second plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter 
criteria (Fig. 9a, column 13, lines 6-16. Ellis displays the selection of a descriptor, such as 
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"Bruce Willis" for Actor.). Ellis does not disclose constantly displaying a plurality of the choices 
for each filter. However, in analogous art, Robertson discloses simultaneously displaying: a 
first plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to a 
first characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29); a second plurality of 
user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to a second 
characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29. Robertson discloses 
displaying several separate lists of search criteria, all of which simultaneously display selectable 
characterizing descriptors). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis to include the teachings of Robertson to allow for 
the filters to display several characterizing descriptors at once. This would have produced a 
desirable result, in that because users would be able to continue to see other choices after they 
had made a selection, they could more easily change a previous selection in the future by being 
kept aware of other options. 

Regarding claim 2, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 1, and Ellis further discloses wherein displaying at least a portion of the 
characterizing descriptors as corresponds to a present setting of the first and second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria further comprises not 
displaying any of the characterizing descriptors as do not correspond to the present setting 
of the first and second plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria 
(Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, line 5). In Fig. 9a, only the selected characterizing 
descriptors are displayed. 
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Regarding claim 3, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 1, and Ellis further discloses wherein providing access to characterizing descriptors 
as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data further 
comprises providing access to textual characterizing descriptors as individually correspond 
to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data (Fig. 9a). The characterizing descriptors 
disclosed by Ellis are textual. 

Regarding claim 4, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 1, and Ellis further discloses wherein providing access to characterizing descriptors 
as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data further 
comprises providing access to characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a 
plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content (column 12, lines 39-58). The 
discrete selectable items of data disclosed in claim 1 are television programs in Ellis, which are 
audio/visual content. 

Regarding claim 6, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 4, and Ellis further discloses wherein providing access to characterizing descriptors 
as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data further 
comprises providing access to characterizing descriptors that comprise at least one of: a 
programming network identifier; a broadcast starting time; a description of the 
audio/visual content; content media source (Fig. 9a, column 13, lines 17-33. One of the 
categories is Start Min.). 
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Regarding claim 7, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 4, and Ellis further discloses wherein the plurality of discrete selectable items of 
audio/visual content are embodied in a plurality of media (column 8, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 8, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 1, and Ellis further discloses wherein the present setting of the first and second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria is selected in response to 
a remote control device (column 8, lines 30-32). 

Regarding claim 9, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method 
of claim 1, and Ellis further discloses wherein the present setting of the first and second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria is selected in response to 
a remote control device by scrolling through candidate settings of the first and second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (column 12, lines 35-38. 
Ellis teaches scrolling as a method for browsing through lists). 

Regarding claim 10, Ellis discloses an interactive data display system (column 6, lines 
4-16) comprising: characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of 
discrete selectable items of data (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, line 5); at least a 
first and a second characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, 
line 5. Ellis provides several characterizing descriptor fields, such as Actor, Genre, and Start 
Time.); and control circuitry (column 6, lines 4-16) that displays at least a portion of the 
characterizing descriptors as corresponds to a present setting of the first and second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (Fig. 9a, column 13, lines 
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6-16. Ellis displays the selection of a descriptor, such as "Bruce Willis" for Actor.). Ellis does 
not disclose constantly displaying a plurality of the choices for each filter. However, in 
analogous art, Robertson discloses simultaneously displaying: at least one of a first plurality 
of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to the first 
characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29); at least one of a second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to the 
second characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29. Robertson discloses 
displaying several separate lists of search criteria, all of which simultaneously display selectable 
characterizing descriptors). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis to include the teachings of Robertson to allow for 
the filters to display several characterizing descriptors at once. This would have produced a 
desirable result, in that because users would be able to continue to see other choices after they 
had made a selection, they could more easily change a previous selection in the future by being 
kept aware of other options. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive data display system of claim 10, and Ellis discloses further comprising: a remote 
control device for selecting the present setting of the first and second plurality of user- 
selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (column 8, lines 30-32). 

Regarding claim 12, Ellis discloses an interactive program guide system (column 6, 
lines 4-16) comprising: characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality 
of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 59 - column 13, 
line 5); at least a first and a second characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 9a, column 12, line 
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59 - column 13, line 5. Ellis provides several characterizing descriptor fields, such as Actor, 
Genre, and Start Time.); control circuitry (column 6, lines 4-16) that displays at least a 
portion of the characterizing descriptors as corresponds to a present setting of the first and 
second plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (Fig. 9a, column 
13, lines 6-16. Ellis displays the selection of a descriptor, such as "Bruce Willis" for Actor.). 
Ellis does not disclose constantly displaying a plurality of the choices for each filter. However, in 
analogous art, Robertson discloses simultaneously displaying: at least one of a first plurality 
of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to the first 
characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29); at least one of a second 
plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria as corresponds to the 
second characterizing descriptor filter (Fig. 38, column 31, lines 16-29. Robertson discloses 
displaying several separate lists of search criteria, all of which simultaneously display selectable 
characterizing descriptors). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis to include the teachings of Robertson to allow for 
the filters to display several characterizing descriptors at once. This would have produced a 
desirable result, in that because users would be able to continue to see other choices after they 
had made a selection, they could more easily change a previous selection in the future by being 
kept aware of other options. 

Regarding claim 13, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive program guide system of claim 12, and Ellis discloses further comprising: a 
remote control device for selecting the present setting of the first and second plurality of 
user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (column 8, lines 30-32). 
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Regarding claim 14, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive program guide system of claim 13, and Ellis further discloses wherein the remote 
control device comprises at least one key for scrolling through candidate settings of the first 
and second plurality of user-selectable characterizing descriptor filter criteria (column 12, 
lines 35-38. Ellis teaches scrolling as a method for browsing through lists). 

Regarding claim 15, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive program guide system of claim 14, and Ellis further discloses wherein the remote 
control device further comprises at least one key for moving a focus from one 
characterizing descriptor filter to another characterizing descriptor filter (column 13, lines 
6-10). 

Claims 5 and 16-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis et 
al. (Pat. No.: US 7,065,709) in view of Robertson et al. (Pat. No.: US 7,149,983) as applied to 
claims 4 and 12 above, and further in view of Robarts et al. (Pub. No.: US 2005/0278741). 

Regarding claim 5, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the method of 
claim 4, however they do not disclose simultaneously displaying at least one graphic image as 
individually corresponds to the at least a portion of the characterizing descriptors as 
corresponds to a present setting of the first and second plurality of user-selectable 
characterizing descriptor filter criteria. However, Robarts does (Fig. 6, element 190, 
paragraph [0071]. The preview window is a graphic image). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis and 
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Robertson to include the teachings of Robarts, so that a user could see a program related to what 
they were searching for. This would have produced a desirable feature, in that the user could see 
a graphical example of their search. 

Regarding claim 16, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive program guide system of claim 12, however they do not disclose wherein the control 
circuitry further simultaneously displays a program of audio/visual content. However, 
Robarts does (Fig. 6, element 190, paragraph [0071]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis and Robertson to 
include the teachings of Robarts, so that a user could continue to watch a program while 
searching for another program. This would have produced a desirable feature, in that users would 
not have to stop watching a program in order to search for another program, increasing the 
likelihood that the search tool would be used. 

Regarding claim 17, the combined teachings of Ellis and Robertson disclose the 
interactive program guide system of claim 12, however they do not disclose wherein the control 
circuitry further simultaneously displays a preview of a discrete selectable item of 
audio/visual content as corresponds to the present setting of the first and second plurality 
of user-definable characterizing descriptor filter criteria. However, Robarts does (Fig. 6, 
element 190, paragraph [0071]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify Ellis and Robertson to include the teachings of 
Robarts, so that a user could continue to watch a program while searching for another program. 
This would have produced a desirable feature, in that users would not have to stop watching a 
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program in order to search for another program, increasing the likelihood that the search tool 
would be used. 
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